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HEALTH EFFECTS OF CELLULAR BASE STATIONS

The Directorate: Radiation Control is the section of the Department of Health that is
responsible for regulating non-ionizing radiation, and this .includes electromagnetic fields
(EMF) at frequencies less than 300 GHz. In carrying out this responsibility, the Directorate
has been utilising the World Health Organization's (WHQO) International EMF Project as its
primary source of information and guidance with respect to the health effects of EMF.
Consequently, the Directorate has elected to apply the exposure guidelines published in
1998 by the International Commission on Non-lonizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP), based
on the official endorsement of the WHO in this regard. ICNIRP states categorically that
exposure to EMF at any level below that of the ICNIRP exposure guidelines will protect
people against the known adverse health effects of EMF.

Measurement surveys conducted around the world have shown that the actual levels of
public exposure, as a result of base station emissions, are invariably only fractions of a
percentage of the ICNIRP guidelines, even in instances where members of the public have
been really concerned about their exposure to these emissions. The Department i therefore
satisfied that the health of the general public is not being compromised by their exposure to
the microwave emissions of cellular base stations, because at present no confirmed scientific
evidence exists that would indicate any hazard to human health in that situation. For local
autharities this would mean that, when they have to consider the environmental impact of
any particular base station, no account would need to be taken, on health grounds, of
parameters such as mast heights, separation distances, duration of exposure, efc. In all of
this, it is implicitly assumed that the normal security measures, which are routinely being
implemented by the network providers at all base stations, will be effective in preventing
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